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         Havannah First School Calculation Policy 
Introduction 

 

This document is a statement of the aims, benefits and skills required for the teaching and learning of calculation in Mathematics at Havannah 
First School. 

 

Developmental Aims: 
 

 To introduce children to the processes of calculation through practical, oral and mental activities. 

 To support children in developing ways of recording to support their thinking and calculation methods 

 Enable children to learn to interpret and use the signs and symbols. 

 To facilitate children’s use of models and images, such as number lines and Numicon to support their mental and informal written 
methods of calculation. 

 To enable children to strengthen and refine their mental methods in order to develop informal written methods. 

 To support children in becoming more efficient and succinct in their recordings which will ultimately lead to efficient written methods 
that can be used more generally. 

 By the end of Year 4 children should be equipped with mental and written methods that they understand and can use correctly. 

 By the end of Year 4, when faced with a calculation, children will be able to decide which method is most appropriate and have 
strategies to check its accuracy. 

 At whatever stage in their learning, and whatever method is being used, children’s methods of calculating will be underpinned by a secure 
and appropriate knowledge of number facts, along with the mental skills that are needed to carry out the process and judge if  it was 
successful. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

The overall aims when children leave first school are for them to: 
 

 have a secure understanding of mental maths facts to apply to written mathematics; 

 have a secure knowledge of number facts and a good understanding of the four operations 

 have an efficient, reliable, compact written method of calculation for addition, subtraction, multiplication and division that children can 
apply with confidence when undertaking calculations that they cannot carry out mentally; 

 be able to use this knowledge and understanding to solve problems; 

 be able to recall quickly, fluently and accurately the multiplication tables up to 12 X12. 

 

The aim is that by the end of Year 4, the great majority of children should be able to use an efficient written method for addition, subtraction and 

multiplication and division with confidence and understanding. Children will develop the ability to use what are commonly known as 'standard' 

written methods - methods that are efficient and work for any calculations. They are compact and consequently help children to keep track of 

their recorded steps. Being able to use these written methods gives children an efficient set of tools they can use when they are unable to carry 

out the calculation mentally or do not have access to a calculator. We want children to know that they have such a reliable, written method to 

which they can turn when the need arises. 

In setting out these aims, the intention is that there will be a consistent approach to the learning of calculation strategies and that all teachers 

understand the progression of skills and key concepts. The great majority of children will benefit greatly from learning how to use the most 

efficient methods. The challenge for teachers will be in determining when their children should move on to a refinement in the method and 

become confident and more efficient at written calculation.  

Calculation Policy Document 

Our Calculation policy document is broken down into addition and subtraction and multiplication and division.  The policy is based on and adapted from the 

White Rose Maths Schemes and calculation policies which are used across Havannah First School.  At the start of each section, there is an overview of the 

different models and images that we use to support the teaching of different concepts.  These provide explanations of the benefits of using the models and 

show the links between different operations. 

Each operation is then broken down into skills and each skill has a dedicated section showing the different models and images that are used to effectively 

teach that concept. There is an overview of skills linked to year groups to support consistency throughout school.  A glossary of terms is provided at the end 

of each calculation to support understanding of the key language used to teach the four operations. 
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