
Parent workshop:                 
Phonics and early reading
Year One Phonics Screening Check



making connections between the sounds 

of our spoken words and the letters that 

are used to write them down.

Phonics is:



Terminology 

Phoneme Split vowel digraph 

Grapheme Blend 

Digraph Segment

Trigraph



Gradually your child learns the entire 
alphabetic code:



Reading and spelling 



Reading and spelling 



shell
chef

special

And all the different ways to write 
the phoneme sh:

caption
mansion
passion



• Say the word.
• Segment the sounds.
• Count the sounds.
•Write them down.

Spelling





Tricky words 
• We teach children the most common way to spell 

each sound first.

bed    net     them     red 

•  With tricky words, we teach the children the bit 
which is ‘tricky’ 

                                we    he  

was    said      by    my 

• These are words that the children cannot 
sound out and blend. 





Reading practice sessions are: 
• timetabled two times a week 
• taught by a trained 

teacher/teaching assistant
• taught in small groups.

How do we teach reading in books?



We use assessment to match your 
child the right level of book



This means that your child should: 
• Know all the sounds and tricky words 

in their phonics book well
• Read many of the words by silent 

blending (in their head) – their reading 
will be automatic

• Only need to stop and sound out about 
5% of the words by the time they bring 
the book home – but they should be 
able to do this on their own.

Reading a book at the right level



•Fluency
defined as the ability to read with speed, 
accuracy, and proper expression. In order to 
understand what they read, children must be able to 
read fluently whether they are reading aloud or 
silently.
•Prosody
The patterns of stress and intonation in language 
•Comprehension
Understanding what they have read.



• Your child should be able to read 
their book without your help.

• If they can’t read a word read it to 
them.

• Talk about the book and celebrate 
their success.

• Try to read the book multiple times 
to best support your child’s progress.

Listening to your child read their phonics book



Reading a book and chatting had a positive 
impact a year later on children’s ability to…
• understand words and sentences
• use a wide range of vocabulary
• develop listening comprehension skills.
The amount of books children were exposed to by 
age 6 was a positive predictor of their reading 
ability two years later.

The most important thing you can 
do is read with your child

Parental involvement in the development of children’s reading skills:  A five-year longitudinal study (2002) Senechal, M. and Lefvre, J



Year One Phonics Screening Check

W/C Monday 8th June 2026

The screening checks that your child can:

• Sound out and blend graphemes in order to read simple words.

• Read phonically decodable one-syllable and two-syllable words, 

e.g. cat, sand, windmill.

• Read a selection of nonsense words which are referred to as 

alien words.





The check is not about passing or failing but checking 
appropriate progress is being made. 

Children progress at different speeds so not reaching the 
threshold score does not necessarily mean there is a 
serious problem. Your child will re-sit the check the 
following summer term.

If you have any concerns about your child’s reading 
progress, please talk to us. 



• This video is available in the For Parents section of 
the website:

• www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk

• These resources are also available on the school 
website.

How to say Phase 5 Sounds 

http://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/
http://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/


www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk

Supporting your child with phonics

Graphical user interface, application, Teams

Description automatically generated

Graphical user interface, application, Teams

Description automatically generated

Graphical user interface, application, Teams

Description automatically generated

http://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/
https://youtu.be/-ZtjFIvA_fs
https://youtu.be/qDu3JAjf-U0
https://youtu.be/DvOuc7cWXxc


Thank you for your 
ongoing support.

Please stay and ask us any further 
questions you may have.
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